Church of Reality

The Axioms of the Church of Reality

An axiom is a self-evident truth upon which other knowledge must rest, from which other knowledge is built up. Even
though we still question our axioms, a religion has to start somewhere and declare that certain assumptions are true.
These axioms make up the roots of the Tree of Knowledge upon which our religion is founded. They form the basis for
our world view.

Reality exists. The Earth exists. The Human race exists. Life on this planet evolved over billions of years. We exist. We
function as a society. We share knowledge. There exists a wealth of knowledge that we as a human race share. We are
self-aware. We have the ability to make decisions. We have comprehension. Our decisions have consequences. Our
species is continuing to evolve. Our technology is growing. We have the technology to exterminate ourselves. We are
aware of time. We are aware of the past, the present, and the future. We know that many life forms on this planet
became extinct. We are the descendents of species that continued to evolve.

This is a description of the reality we live in. In many important ways it sums up our existence. It is what we have to work
with. Will we survive and continue to evolve, or will we become extinct? If we continue to evolve, what will we evolve
into? Do we have control over what we will become? If we do have control over our evolution, what shall we choose? Or
should we choose extinction? Since we can exterminate ourselves, should we?

This is reality. Welcome to the real world. Welcome to the world where everything is the way it really is. A world where
there are no fictional beings to fix our mistakes. A world where we are alone and responsible for our own decisions,
responsible both individually and collectively. A world of great wonderment, unlimited possibilities, or terrifying
consequences. A world that we can turn into whatever we want it to become. This is the real world. The way things really
are.

In pure science the universe is just stars exploding and rocks in space bumping into each other. The universe doesn't
care if we evolve or become extinct. It only matters to us in that we choose evolution over extinction.

The universe doesn't care about us. Stars explode. Solar systems are sucked into black holes. This planet is but a speck
of dust in the universe. Our entire galaxy is but a speck of dust in the universe. If our galaxy blew up tomorrow it would
take 2.2 million years before anyone in the next galaxy even knew it happened. If there were anyone in the next galaxy,
that is. And there are trillions of galaxies. We live for just a moment in time. There is no universal right or wrong.
Whatever happens is whatever happens. If the sun explodes, then it is just one of trillions of stars that explode.

The human race is very young and we are just beginning to become aware of what we are, how we relate to the reality
around us, and the responsibilities we face in determining our future. We have choice, so what do we do with that? What
shall we choose for ourselves? How will we decide to relate to reality?

Not all of the axioms of the Church of Reality are based only on objective truth. That's because the Church of Reality isn't
a religion of science. The Church of Reality is about people who are exploring reality from a human perspective. We have
created a set of arbitrary axioms, choosing to give value to the human experience. We have made a religious choice to
create a doctrine based on the premise that humanity should progress forward and continue to evolve into something
greater than it is today.

What we choose to do is subjective. And the definition of right and wrong become defined in relation to the choices we
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make. If, for example, we choose to end our existence, to become extinct, then anything that leads to extinction becomes
right and anything that leads to evolution becomes wrong. If we decide to make up a fictional story and to dedicate
ourselves to the fictional story, then anything that we do that supports the fiction becomes right and anything we do that
goes against the fiction becomes wrong.

The concepts of right and wrong are relative to the choices we make and the principles that support those choices.
These are arbitrary choices and, since we have free will, we can do anything we want to do. Different people have made
different choices about their own lives, the lives in their group, and the future of the human race. Some people choose
extinction. Most people have settled for a fiction. Some people have chosen reality. These are religious choices. In fact -
the definition of religion is the choices we make in how we are going to relate to our existence.

The Church of Reality is a religion and in our religion we have made the following religious choices. These are the
subjective axioms that form the basis of Church of Reality doctrine.

- We Choose to Understand Reality and to Believe in what is Really Real - We choose to reject fictional beliefs and to
use the abilities that we have evolved and to take the knowledge that has been handed down to us (the {In:Tree of
Knowledge} as we call it) and use it to know more about the reality around us. We seek real truth and understanding and
we choose to dedicate our lives and our existence, both individually and as a society, to this purpose. Because we
dedicate ourselves to the exploration of reality, we call ourselves Realists.

- We Choose Evolution over Extinction - We are {In:Realists} in the practice of {In:Realism}, and to explore our reality we
have to continue to survive, to evolve forward, and to continue our course of evolution in a positive direction. We call this
the {In:Sacred Direction}.

- We Accept Responsibility - We understand that our actions, and inactions, have consequences. We accept the laws of
cause and effect; we comprehend that we have choice and that the choices we make have results and consequences.
Therefore, we commit to expend the effort to determine the right and wrong choices in relation to our goals to survive, to
understand reality, and to evolve forward. We will work toward making the right choices.

- We Own Ourselves - Our lives are our own. We have ownership of our own lives. This means that we have the right to
make the choices that affect our lives, to control our own destiny, to be free to speak out, to take action in our own
interests and in the interest of our society. We have the right to personal privacy, and to be secure in our person and our
property. We are not the subjects of any nation state nor are our rights limited to what nation state allow us to do. Nations
are an artificial construct that exist only for the purpose of serving the needs of humanity. Self ownership is a personal
commitment to think for ourselves, to resist control and oppression by other people. To take back our lives and our
reality. Because we assert our rights so do we respect the same rights of other individuals.

- We are a Society - We can not achieve our objectives if we allow {In:Extinctionist} religions to succeed or allow fiction-
based religions, which envision a future of annihilation, to prevail over our choice to survive and to flourish. To the extent
that the goals of their religions deny us our goals, we commit to doing whatever it takes to ensure that we prevail. We can
not allow ourselves, as a society, to destroy our existence and to become extinct. We support the creation and
maintenance of a healthy society that is design for the sole purpose of serving the advancement of the human race.

- We are Humanity - We are dedicated to the {In:Positive Evolution} of people--not government, not machines, not
corporations, not monarchies, not religions, and not fictional deities. Our loyalties lie with people. Furthermore, this
religion isn't just about reality itself, but about reality as experienced by the human race. We are people who are
exploring reality together, as a society. Therefore, we have to take care of the human factor to enable humans to explore
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reality.

These arbitrary choices, our religious choices, form the basis for the Sacred Choices, the Sacred Principles, and the
Sacred Missions. Together these religious choices form the basis for separating right from wrong, good from evil. They
create a standard against which to test our choices so that we can achieve our religious goals. The religious doctrine of
the Church of Reality grows out of the facts and choices upon which we base our religion.
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