Church of Reality

The Tree of Knowledge is the Afterlife

What is left of you after your body dies? If you reproduced then your genetics live on. But does that represent who you
are? Not really. Yes - you might pass on some values to your children and if the values are good values then you
continue to contribute to the world after you are gone. If the values you pass on are bad values then the things that are
bad about you continue to live on after you are gone. The "guy who inverted the wheel" is still with us because the wheel
is a very important part of the Tree of Knowledge. Hitler is still with us because the remnants of his destruction still exist
and have make an imprint in the Tree.

Some people are remembered for what they contributed to the Tree. Some are remembered for being destructive. But
most people aren't really remembered at all. When you die there is a small circle of people who knew you and remember
you. But what happens when the last person who knows you dies? Will there still be anyone around to tell your stories?
Will there be people quoting your writings? Will they be using your invention? Or will you merely be forgotten?

What you do counts and what you leave behind and how you are remembered represents the only form of immortality
that we know for sure exists. So if you want to be remembered in the Tree you have to accomplish something. You have
to take all the Knowledge you inherited from the Tree and give something back. Come up with something new and useful
- or - you can help someone else come up with something new and useful and you can know you had a hand in it.

Steven Hawking is one of the worlds greatest physicists. He contributes much to the Tree of Knowledge and he will be
remembered for his accomplishments. But the people who dress him in the morning - feed him - and put him to bed at
night also have a hand in his accomplishments. So you can contribute to the Tree by supporting those who are making a
difference in the world and helping us evolve in the Sacred Direction. When you do that then part of you lives on and the
world becomes a better place because you contributed to help make it happen.
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